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Africa is a zone of very struggle against 
imperialism and serves as one of the main bases for the 
popular struggle against this system. The main 
contradiction in Africa is between imperialism the — 
‘oppressed nations and peoples of the world. I is this 
contradiction that drives the other contradictions in 
Africa, such as between the national bourgeoisie — 
proletariat and peasantry; the proletariat the — 
peasantry; the pelty-bourgeoisie the proletariat, ete. — 
As an oppressed nation, the main contradiction in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo is between 
imperialism the Congolese masses. Imperialism = — 
maintains power in the Congo through three mountains 
that oppress the masses; semi-feudalism, 
colonialism, and bbureauerat-capitalism 
From 1908 to 1960, the Congo was a colony of 
Belgium. These European colonialists drained billions of 
dollars worth of commodities and raw material from the 
Congo through the most brutal methods and su- 
perexploitation, 1885 to 1908, the Congo was 
recognized by the Western powers as the personal, 
private possession of Leopold I—the only privately- 
‘owned colony in the world. Following the invention of the 
innertube for bicycles and the great demand for 
telephone and telegraph cable sheaths and 

industrial necessities, rubber became a highly prized raw 
material worldwide in the early 1900s. As the price of 
rubber increased, the monthly quota that Congolese 
forced laborers were required to bring in increased 
accordingly, and these men were sometimes separated 
from their families for weeks at a time each month. It is 
fstimated that the population of the Congo decreased 
roughly by half during the forty years trom 1880 to 1920, 
fom over 20m to 10m. There are virtually no words that 
‘can paint an accurate picture of the severity and scale of 
the genocide conducted throughout this process and 
throughout this period. 


acute 
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Frim 1920 to 1960, as the Congolese rubber trade 
gradually fell into disuse, the Belgians shifted the 
character of their exploitation of the country from purely 
cexiractive colonialism to preparing for semi-colonialism, 
‘Ownership of the colony came under the Belgian State as 
‘opposed to the personal ownership of the heirs of 
Leopold Il. Hospitals and clinics were built to provide the 
colonizers with a healthier workforce, which allowed 
mines and factories to operate at a higher level. Roads 
and railways were built primatily to transport expensive 
raw materials out of the country, such as copper, palm 
cil, cotton and a host of precious minerals, bound for the 
imperialist metropoles, including the United States, 
where the monopolies had built their headquarters, These 
conglomerates now reap the profits which 
previously went to Leopold II and his faunily, This was 
the experience in most other African colonies, wath two 
notable exceptions being Rhodesia and South Africa, 
where these facilities were built for the express purpose 
‘of accommodating strictly the European settlers and 


could 


their families, and to support the foundations of 
apartheid present there 
Since gaining formal “independence” in 1960, the 


Congo has been a semi-colony subject to domination by 
several different imperialist powers. Today, China is the 
main imperialist country that oppresses the Congo. In 

¥ 2022, cobalt accounted for 21% of Congolese exports, 
95.9% of which was bound for China; raw copper 
accounted for 481% of Congolese exports, 99% of which 
was bound for China; copper ore accounted for 5.43% of 
Congolese exports, 75% of which was bound for China. In 
exchange, China supplies the Congo with 98.5% of its 
industrial furnaces; 702% of its stone-processing 
machines; 58.5% of ils "large construction vehicles"; and 
‘31.3% of its excavation machinery, all af which are used 
in the mining and processing of cobalt and copper ore. 
In other words, China exerts a monopolistic influence 
over Congolese industry: 


Africa as a whole is a continent rife with civil war, 
most of which result from either: 1) inter-ethnic disputes 
—the result of imperialists drawing and redrawing the 
borders of African countries and promoting division on 
this basis, thus undermining the national question and. 
preventing the resolution thereof; and 2) imperialist 
rllitary coups détat, The American imperialists have 
taken particular advantage ofthis second strategy 
installing dictators (some of which are local warlords oF 
‘members of wealthy landowning families) whose policies 
are more conducive to their interests. This s ane of the 
methods used by the American imperialists to prevent 
revolution aad to prop up the decaying bureaucratcapitalist 
State of these countries, In the Congo, this 

took fore, firstly, with the coup against Patrice 

Lumumba, a progressive, nationalist Congolese leader 

and Panalricanist who sought to nationalize Congolese 
industry and expel imperialists om his country. He was 
‘overthrown and executed by one such coup with support 
fom the American and Belgian imperialists in 1961, 
whereupon he was eplaced by a military government led 
by notorious dictator Mobutu Sese Seko. Mention should 
bbe made ofthe fact that, in 1963, the People’s Republic 

‘of China, which was, at that point, a socialist country, 
armed and trained anti-Seko Kwilu guerrillas in the 
‘eastern Congo, This rebellion took place atthe same 

lume as the Simbs rehellion inthe southwest, both of which 
were suppressed by the American imperialists, 

with help from the Belgians, 


“The Chinese put the matter in the following terms: 
Is it really possible to have ‘peaceful coexistence’ 
between the oppressed nations and peoples on the one hand 
and the imperialists and colonialists on the other? What does 
joint intervention in the underdeveloped areas realy mean? 
“The Congo incident isthe best answer. When the United 
[Nations Security Council unanimously adopted its resolution 
for international intervention in the Congo, there were some 
people inthe international communist movement who 
believed this to hea shining example of international cooper: 
ation, They believed that colonialism could be wiped out 
through the intervention of the UN., which would enable the 
Congolese people to obtain their freedom and independence. 
But what was the outcome? Lumumba, the national hero of 
the Congo, was murdered; Gizenga, his successor, was 
imprisoned; many Congolese patriots were murdered or 
‘thrown into jai; and the vigorous Congolese struggle for 
national independence was seriously set back. The Congo not 
‘only continues to be enslaved by the old colonialist, but has 
also become a colony of US. imperialism, sinking into ever 

Leeper sullering’ 


And so, the Congo has suffered immensely under 
imperialist—first American, then Chinese—exploitation 
for several decades, That isnot to say thatthe presence 

‘of the American imperialists in the Congo has been 
completely eliminated, but that it has been subverted, 

and its influence significantly weakened, by Chinese 
social-imperialism. The United States, however, still, 
‘exerts military power over neighboring countries, mainly 
through the United States Africa Command 

(AFRICOM), 

Russia is another budding imperialist power that 

has sought, in recent years, to stake its claim in Congolese 
territory: According to the Communist Party 

‘of Australia (Marxist-Leninist) 


‘Russian involvement in infrastructure projects and 
{in mining and energy advanced around 2018-19. In 2013, 
the 
African Union (AU) invited Russia to participate in the 
Grand Inga Dam hydro-electric project. Worth an estimated 
SL billion, the invitation to Rusia followed the withdrawal 
ofa Spanish company from the project... Following the 
{Russia-Africa] Summit, Russian Railways (QAO RZhD) 
signed a memorandum of partnership with the DRC worth 
'$500 million on modernization and development of the local 
railway system (currently 4,000 kilometers, out of which only 
858 kilometers ae electrified), The Russians have noted that 
the DRC is extremely rich in coltan, also known as tantalite 
—an element indispensable for modern electronics. As stated 
bby Russian sources, half of the coltan needs ofthe United 
States’ mlitary-industrial complex is cavered by imports 
from the DRC, Itis an area in which Rusia will seek 
involvement on a denial of access (to the resource) basis"* 


Thus, in dition tothe sume od imperialist 
powers that have always oppressed AGica in general 
and 

the Congo in particular, we see a hos of relatively new 
imperialist powers joining the tray to expand their 
huge 

military apparatuses and preserve their domination 
and 

redivison of the wold 

The Congo isa sountry exceptionally rich in 
resources, in addition to cobalt and copper gold, 
diamonds and other valuable minerals are commonly 
‘exploited, The curtent crisis in the Congo started with 
insurgency bythe March 23rd Movement (M23), 
‘which 

‘operates inthe eastern regions on the border with 
Uganda and Rwanda, This civil war has led to massive 
lisplacement and death, in addition to an increased 
amount of both illegal and State mining of resources to 
finance the war. Mineral rich areas in the Congolese 
«countryside, particularly in the eastern regions. have 
borne witness to child labor and mas lings not 
lssmilar to the genocide conducted bythe Belgians 
Even imperialist institutions like Amnesty Internation 
al 

have spoken out against the brutality ofthe workload, 
stating "the people ofthe DRC have sulfered 
‘considerable exploitation and serious human rights 
buses during the colonial and post-colonial [si] 
period 

and their ights continue tobe sacrificed while the 
‘wealth 

round them is confiscated” It mustbe borne in mind 
that M23 itself is entirely a Western creation. Is, 
above 

allan expression of Rovanda regional power, which 
has 

long benefited from the riches of the Congo. Much of 
the 

‘astern Congcs mining is bound, most often through 
legal traficking, for Rwanda, where the American and 
British imperialists have recent constructed two 
processing plants—one fr gold and one for coltan, 
This 

set of circumstances is particularly profitable for the 
Ryandan compradors, who benefit rom the leniency 
Western countries. In Mozambique, contingent ofthe 
Ryandan Army helped secure the province of Cabo 
Delgado, which was subject to attacks by “hadi 
thus 

allowing Totalénergies to exploit the oil fields, 

The imperialists ative bureaucrat-capitalis to 
prevent revolution and to preserve the State. The 
‘Congolese government, currently le by President Flix 
‘hiseked, pases legislation favorable to imperialist 
powers and quel all progresive social 

and 

‘mort especially Communist movements, that threaten 
the 

power of imperialism. This government works in the 
Interest of the local Congolese compradors to funnel 
resources into the imperialist® pockets and proits into 
their ows, 

transition of power” from the government of former 
President Joseph Kabila to that of Tshisekedi In fact, 
sucha “peace” isa farce, since the government has 
faced 

‘onsiderahle disunity inthe form of confrontation 
between certain members of parliament (MPs) sil 
loyal 

Kabila and others more loyal to Tshisckedi 


In 2019, the imperialists lauded the 
peaceful 

transition of power” from the govern- 
ment of former 

President Joseph Kabila to that of Ts 
isekel In fact, 


such a “peace” isa farce, since the gov 
‘ernment has faced 

‘considerable disunity in the form of 
confrontation 

between certain members of para 
‘ment (MPs) still loyal 

Kabila and others more layal to Tshise- 
kedi, Even greater 

proof of the bankruptcy of this peace” 
isthe Fact that 

American mercenaries recently at 
tempted to overthrow 

“Tyhiscked through a coup. Tshisekedi 
has even sought 

the asistance of European mercenar. 
les, such as those of 

the Congo Protection Company led by 
Horatiu Potra to 

help combat the M23 rebels. This sys- 
tem i nothing new 

for the Congo, This confrontation rep- 
resents the struggle 

between the bureaucrat and compradar 
factions of the 

big bourgeoisie, respectively. When na- 
tionalism swept across Africa after the 
Second World War it proved ineanve- 
nent for Belgium to 

‘establish a white setler-government 
along the lines of 

South Africa and Rhodesia, 
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“Thus, they sought to 
‘establish a Belgian government with Black 
politicians, led 

by Belgian eivil-servants and military offi 
cers. The first 

Belgian comprador government was the 
Belgian Technical 

Mission to Katanga, which administered the 
province 

from July 22nd to August 26th, 1960, twas 
led by 

Count Harold dAspremont Lynden, nephew 
of Count 

Gobert dAspremont Lynden, the grand mar- 
shal of the 

royal court, or chief of staff, ofthe Belgian 
King 

Baudouin LAs Minister of African AMfairs 
after leaving 

Katanga, the Harold dAspremont Lynden 
became the 

supervisor of his successor, Dr René Clem. 
fens, professor 

of sociology atthe University of Lidge, who 
served as 

head of the Katanga Advisory Office—the 
second Belgian 

comprador government in Katanga. Katanga 
under Maise 

“Tehombe and Godefroid Munongo was 
nothing other 

than a caricature of a State 

One ofthe driving forces behind the current 
‘genocide is imperialist "aid" and economic 
restructuring, 

Since the 


‘outbreak of the current 


coniict in 20 


the 
World Bank has approved and nattute woes than a 
“projects intended to increase Congolese dependence on 
Inara captal under the preter of economic 
development” Such project inclide the Water Supply 
sind Santation Access Project (PASEA), the Forest and 
Sevanoa Restoration laestret Progra the 
Foundational Boner Governance Reforms 
Development Poley Financiag Projet andthe Health 
Emergency Preparednea, Response and Resience 
Project! 

‘Notbly24 Wold Bak projets nl the 

‘Central GovernentScto” deal ava means with, 
which to prop up sid government nthe face of profound 
naablty cased by peat intervention Hele The 
province of Sud-Kivu, rom which the M23 insurgents 
tal been aubec to 12 World Bak project with an 
‘otis alu oft least USD Stba. The World Bank 
atko provided USS163.5 millon in oa to oversee ming 
sector efor in the Conga ia 2002, 

tn 2023, the Usted Sates Agency fo nernutional 
Developinent (USAID) promised USD $301 in 
humansatan aldo the couney, the majo of which 


Was bound fr the wallets ofthe State eauests 
stead oft the errs ced by wat. This 
‘organization als rune many arial inlay ia the 
‘Congolevecountryade including the Gola Coffee 
Allanc, who aed mista isto parter with 8500 
farming households to improve thee coffe production 
and ales and rece poaching and deforesition around 
Kahu Beg rk is DRC South Kiva 

ofa Conglese 
glcuhural exports, 11.3% of whlch le Bound forthe 
‘nit Sates 

The stated purpose ofthis “inte isto "elp el fa 
esto enables environmentally 


olf consi 59 


deepen the monopeducton of cafe, to prevent 
giclee divericaton, and otnctese Congolese 
dependence an eah crop exports an faod erp imports 
‘Almost the entity ofall Congolese food impors are 
staple ood crop like wheat (3589), ee (19.8%) and 
‘evel fours (13.2%). Furthermore, the Conga i sere 

al country ln which pe-capitalt methods of 

sgleltre peat, Accor othe Cangoeve esey 

in the USA. the county his "an estimated 80 mllon 


hecates of aval arable and [hile 10 ofthis and 
‘surreal being weed: 
The mining tector uel an indy i whieh m0 
ofthe genocide death are ccuring, ie putenaty 
‘ulnerable to imperil explo, 


Tipe projerts woldbankorpen/poject-opere 
2 ipsa govidemoca rp cong 


snchave-economic growth 


3 Mipe/foce wod/en/profielcounty/cod 
4 —_pe//rambandeus onlays the defn 
dusted 


agriculture! 


Asabackground, 

in 1976, Compagnie Miniére des Grands-Lacs, established 
in 1923 by Belgian capitalist Edouard Empain, merged 
with several other foreign mining subsidiaries to create 
Société Miniére et Industrielle du Kivu (SOMINKI). 
Following the merger, SOMINKI became the largest 
privately owned mining company in the DRG, with only 
28% stakes held by the state and 72% by COGEMIN, a 
Belgian company. SOMINKI collapsed in 1997 upon the 
plummeting of the international price of tin and the 
outbreak of the First Congo War broke out. This ended 
Belgian exploitation of Congolese mining, but led to 
several different American-backed militias taking over the 
industry at gunpoint." 

Today, these groups contend with 

the imperialist powers and their indigenous allies to ex- 
ploit the labor of the Congolese people, many of which, 

as was mentioned, are children. Radly and Geenen point 
out: 

“Between 1995 and 1997, a group of British-Canadian 
investors—who would eventually center around the Toron- 
to 

Stock Exchange listed junior mining corporation Banro— 
negotiated a number of agreements with the Congolese 
government to acquire control of SOMINKI's assets for 
UsD 

$3.5 million. By the official end of the Congo Wars in April 
2002, Banro had secured full ownership of SOMINKI'sma- 
jor 

gold deposits under a 30-year mining convention. Due to 
the 

continued presence of armed groupsin the region, it was 
not 

until 2005 that Banro started its own exploration program. 
Banro’s eventual entry was facilitated by the Congolese 
army 

inthe context of a military operation against remaining 
rebels, and supported by the customary chief who was 
politically well connected and later co-opted in the provin- 
cial 

parliament.” 

This state of affairs greatly benefits American 


7 __ Ben Radley & Sara Geenen (2021): Struggles over value: 
corporate-state suppression of locally led mining mechanisation 
inthe Democratic Republic of the Congo, Review of African 
Political Economy. 


Itis beyond the scope of these notes to discuss 
the exact extent to which this imperialist “eco-capi- 
talism” 

influences the economy of the Congo, but suffice it 
tosay 

that, in 2021, the basic wage of a Congolese cobalt 
miner 

was only USD $3.50 per day." 

The American role in the current Congolese 
Genocide is, of course, massively understated by 
apologists of such imperialism, whereas China's 
role in 

this situation is understated (and even outrightig- 
nored) 

by revisionists who still believe China to be a social- 
ist 

country. In the end, the Congolese people obviously 
cannot rely upon either of these groups for their 
liberation, or even for a simple mitigation of their sit- 
uation. The Congolese people must rely, first and 
foremost, upon themselves. Chairman Mao said: 
“We 

stand for self-reliance... We depend on our own ef- 
forts, on 

the creative power of the whole army and the entire 
people.”? Chairman Mao proved to us thatitis 
through 

this method alone that this vibrant and rich country 
of 

one-hundred million people can liberate themselves 
from 

the three mountains that weigh on her people: 
bureaucrat-capitalism, semi-colonialism, and semi- 
feudalism, and can attain true liberation in the form 
of 

Communism. 


7 https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/nov/ 
08/cobalt-dre-miners-toil-for-30p-an-hour-to-fuel-electric 

2 “We MustLearnto Do Economic Work" (January 10, 
Selected Works, Vol. Ill, p.241. 
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END "THE GENOCIDE. 
EXPLOITATION. 
DESTRUCTION. 
PLUNDERING 


AFRICA WILL WRITE WN HISTORY AND IN 
BOTH NORTH At OUTH (TW ge A 


DRY OF GLORY AND DIGNITY-PATRICE LOMUMes 


Africa will write its own history, and it will be, to 
the north and to the south of the Sahara, a histo- 
ry of glory and dignity. 


Atext by Imenghi 


Afvica, home to more than one billion people, has bad a yery tumultuous past, with some prob- 
lems rooted in history remaining unsolved to this day. Currently, iti facing a time of great 
political upheaval, with coup governments in Burkina Faso, Niger, and Mali being praised by 
large parts of the anti-imperialst left for their decolonization efforts. But how far can decoloniza- 
tion truly progres if tis confined to the frameworks, social hierarchies, institutions, and power 
structures that were established centuries ago? 

Many of us Africans, including those in the diaspora, point to decolonization as a solution, and 
that makes perfect sense: Africans managing African issues I's not just an obvious solution, but 
also an urgent one. Even alter neatly two centuries of modern colonization in Africa, textbook 
European colonialism lives on, with examples including the Canary Islands/Kanaria, Ceuta/ 
Sabla, Melila/Meitc, and the Chagos archipelago. Additionally, many African nations, or more 
accurately, nation-states, have hecome colonial powers themselves. Colonial occupations have 
‘occurred and continue in Ogaden, Oromia, Tigray, Western Sahara, and other places across the 
‘continent. This is where the main problem begins lo manifest itself: the nation-state as well as the 
dominant power structures in the African continent 

Before the age of Western colonialism began, there were numerous societies, not justin Affica, 
‘but around the world, that existed and even thrived without a stale as we understand it today. 
‘One such society isthe Kabyle society, which was based on village communities, Even one of the 
‘most influential Anarchist writers, Peter Kropotkin, wrote about the Kabyle village community, 
attributing the concept of mutual aid to it and noting the rejection of undemocratic authority 
“The Kabyles know no authority whatever besides that ofthe djemma, or folkmote of the village 
‘community. All men of age take part ini, in the open air or ina special building provided with 
stone seats, and the decisions of the djemmia are evidently taken unanimously: that is, the dis- 
‘cussions continue until ll present agree to accept or submit to some decision. ie, 


He then goes on to deseribe the character ofthe practice of Mutual Aid among the Kabyles, citing 
aid given to sulfering people, including outsiders, during a famine, 


“The Kabyle people maintained this model of decentralized communities for centuries. They suc- 
cessfully resisted Roman, Arab, Ottoman Turkish, and, until 1857, French colonial power. During 
the colonial period in Algeria, the village community served as a defense mechanista against 
French colonialist bureaucracy, 


Inthe present day, the Free Commune of Barbacha, which emerged after a large-scale uprising in 
Kabylia, continues this tradition of direct democracy and mutual aid while remaining resistant to 
the authoritarian nation-state. 


Beyond Kabylia, there ae other places in Africa where people have attempted to establish auton- 
‘omies, This sa particularly viable solution to the all-Alrican quest for decolonization because 
the target must be the power structures. 


‘Years after “decolonization,” many African countries have retained the institutions imposed on 
them by their oppressors, particularly police institutions like the Gendarmerie. Why maintain 
these power structures that were used to oppress our people? This once again demonstrates that 
nation-states are contrary to the ideals of decolonization and national liberation. What has actu- 
ally been achieved is not decolonization, but rather a monopoly on power. This is why so many 
autocratic and chauvinistic regimes exis. This phenomenon is not exclusive to Africa: it can be 
‘observed in many parts ofthe world that have suffered greatly under colonialism, such as India, 
Which has transformed into a genocidal Hindu ethnostate, or Sri Lanka, which has committed 
‘genocide against its Tamil population 


‘While most African states are not traditional ethnostates, but rather constructed nation-states 
resulting from colonial administration, there i often an ethnic hegemony present, even if re- 
spective governments atlempt to conceal il. One example is nominally socialist Gaddatist Libya. 
During Gaddafis rule the government aimed to portray Libya as socialist and united, which 
was far from the truth. Although Gaddafi opposed most European intervention, he severely 
‘oppressed non-Arab Libyans, including the indigenous black Toubou people and especially the 
Imazighen, going as far as to deny their existence, 


‘On the other hand, former colonial powers placed leaders in postions of power who supported 
the colonial powers and even entered contracts with them that clearly disadvantaged the popula- 
tion, For instance, the post-independence Nigerien president signed away all Uranium rights to 
France 


All ofthese are just examples of haw nation-states in Africa are deemed to fail in terms of achiev 
ing real decolonization and liberation in Africa because they are inherently ied to the colonial 
system that came before them anid the international capitalist hegemony that is keeping the world 
ina chokehold, 

“The states that are imposed on us embody all that is wrong with our societies, 

‘Whether that is the patriarchy, authoritarianism, religious fundamentalism and persecution, rac- 
ism, ethnonationalism and genocide, ecocide, warmongering, queerphobia, or anti-indigenism, 
there will be no freedom in a system that is designed to curtail i. If we really want to open the 
path for African liberation, we have to move beyond nation-states and we have to stop limiting 
‘our thought to this concept. If we want to achieve actual decolonization, the solution is African 
autonomy. Multiethnic and democratic societies that respect the indigeneity of al of ts peoples 
as well asthe land, There often is great wisdom in the practices of our ancestors, and it is time to 
reclaira it, 


“ Apeople who free themselves from foreign 
domination will be free culturally only if, 
without complexes and without underestimating 
the importance of positive accretions from the 
oppressor and other cultures, they return to the 
upward paths of their own culture, whichis 
nourished by the living reality of its 
environment, and which negates both harmful 
influences and any kind of subjection to foreign 
culture.” 

- Amilear Cabral 


“The freedom struggle of African peo- 
plesis both 

the fruit and the proof of cultural vig- 
or, opening 

up new prospects for the develop- 
mentof culture 

inthe service of progress.” 

-Amilcar Cabral 


“Colonized peoples are not alone. De- 
spite the 

efforts of permeable to news and rumors. 
discover that violence is atmospheric, it 
breaks 

out sporadicly and there sweeps away 
the 

colonial regime. The success of this vio- 
lence 

plays not only an informative role but also 
an 

operative one.” 

- Frantz Fanon 


Extracts from “The Last Shall Be First” by @hoodbookworm 
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